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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Case No. 26-12863 
Judge:   Christine M. Gravelle                  
Chapter         11                
            

Caption in Compliance with D.N.J. LBR 9004-
1(b) 
 
OFFIT KURMAN, P.A. 
By: Paul J. Winterhalter, Esquire (006961986) 
Augustus T. Curtis, Esquire (pro hac vice pending) 
Court Plaza South 
21 Main Street, Suite 158 
Hackensack, NJ 07601 
Telephone: (267) 338-1370 
Facsimile: (267) 338-1335 
E-mail: pwinterhalter@offitkurman.com 
augie.curtis@offitkurman.com 
 
Proposed Counsel to Debtor 
 
IN RE: 
 
BAKER & TAYLOR, LLC 
 
                                  Debtor.  
 

 
APPLICATION OF THE DEBTOR FOR ORDER AUTHORIZING RETENTION OF  

OFFIT KURMAN, P.A. AS COUNSEL FOR THE DEBTOR-IN-POSSESSION 
 

Baker & Taylor, LLC (the “Debtor” or “B&T”), as debtor and debtor in-possession in the 

above-captioned chapter 11 case (the “Chapter 11 Case”), hereby files the Application of the 

Debtor (the “Application”) for an Order Authorizing the Retention of Offit Kurman P.A. (“Offit 

Kurman” or the “Professional”) as counsel for the Debtor in the present chapter 11 bankruptcy 

case (the “Chapter 11 Case”). In support of this Application, the Debtor submits the Certification 

of Paul  J. Winterhalter (the “Winterhalter Certification”). In further support of the Application, 

the Debtor respectfully states as follows: 
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1. The United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey (the “Court”) 

has jurisdiction over this Application pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 157 and 1334 and the Standing 

Order of Reference to the Bankruptcy Court Under Title 11 entered on July 23, 1984, and amended 

on June 6, 2025 (Bumb, C.J.). This is a core proceeding pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 157(b).  The 

Debtor confirms its consent to the Court entering a final order in connection with this Application 

to the extent that it is later determined that the Court absent consent of the parties, cannot enter 

final orders or judgments in connection herewith consistent with Article III of the United States 

Constitution. 

2. Venue of this proceeding and this application is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 

1408 and 1409.  

3. The statutory predicates for the relief requested herein are section 327(a) of title 11 

of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code”), Rule 2014(a) of the Federal Rules of 

Bankruptcy Procedure (the “Bankruptcy Rules”), and Rule 2014-1 of the  Local Bankruptcy Rules 

for the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of New Jersey (the  “Local Rules”). 

BACKGROUND 

4. On March 16, 2026 (the “Petition Date”), the Debtor filed a voluntary petition for 

relief under chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code, initiating the Chapter 11 Case. Since the Petition 

Date, the Debtor has remained in possession of its assets and has continued to operate and manage 

its business as debtor-in-possession pursuant to sections 1107(a) and 1108 of the Bankruptcy Code.  

5. A detailed description of the Debtor and its business, including the events that led 

to the Chapter 11 Case, is set forth in the Declaration of Amandeep Kochar in Support of the 
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Chapter 11 Petition and First Day Motions (the “Kochar Declaration”), filed contemporaneously 

with this Application. 

6. As set forth in the Kochar Declaration, B&T was founded in 1828 and served for 

over the past half-century as one of the largest book distributors in the United States.1 In 2025, 

financial and structural hurdles to B&T’s liquidity and continued operations resulted in attempts 

to obtain a purchaser for the company.2  When those efforts were unsuccessful, B&T began to wind 

down its operations and liquidate assets to pay creditors.  B&T filed the Chapter 11 Case in order 

to seek protection of the Court while it concludes an orderly liquidation of assets under a 

liquidating Chapter 11 plan.3 

RELIEF REQUESTED 

7. By this Application, the Debtor seeks entry of an order authorizing it to employ and 

retain Offit Kurman as its counsel in connection with the filing and prosecution of the Chapter 11 

Case, pursuant to sections 327(a), 329, and 330 of the Bankruptcy Code, Bankruptcy Rule 2014(a), 

and Local Rule 2014-1. The Debtor further requests the Court approve the retention of Offit 

Kurman under a general retainer and hourly fee arrangement in accordance with Offit Kurman’s 

normal hourly rates in effect at the time services are rendered and Offit Kurman’s normal expense 

reimbursement policies.  

A. Retention of Offit Kurman 

8. Offit Kurman has represented the Debtor in matters unrelated to the Chapter 11 

Case since 2021.  As set forth in the Winterhalter Certification, Offit Kurman’s representation of 

 
1 See Kochar Declaration at ¶ 4. 
2 See Kochar Declaration at ¶¶ 22-24. 
3 See Kochar Declaration at ¶ 29. 
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the Debtor in pre-bankruptcy matters has included general corporate representation and advice, 

representation in litigation, and representation other specialized corporate matters. 

9. In 2025, the Debtor retained Offit Kurman to assist with planning for a potential 

chapter 11 bankruptcy filing and related efforts to wind down the entity and liquidate assets for 

potential payment to creditors. Offit Kurman worked with the Debtor, Riveron RTS, LLC 

(“Riveron”), and the Debtor’s other advisors to explore strategic alternatives for a sale of the 

company and to advise the company on the potential for a chapter 11 case.  

10. Over the following months, Offit Kurman worked closely with the Debtor, Riveron 

and other advisors in connection with the Debtor’s restructuring and liquidation efforts. As a result, 

Offit Kurman has acquired knowledge about the Debtor, its business, and many of the potential 

legal issues that may arise in the context of the Chapter 11 Case that makes it uniquely suited to 

serve as Debtor’s bankruptcy counsel. 

11. On March 13, 2026, the Debtor executed an Engagement Letter (the “Chapter 11 

Engagement Letter”), retaining Offit Kurman to file the Chapter 11 Case.  The Debtor selected 

Offit Kurman to provide services in connection with the case because the firm has extensive 

experience in the fields of bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganizations, debtors’ and creditors’ rights, 

debt restructuring, and corporate reorganizations, and has represented clients in complex Chapter 

11 cases. Offit Kurman has the requisite knowledge of the Bankruptcy Code and Bankruptcy 

Rules, and its attorneys have substantial experience appearing before the courts in this district and 

are familiar with the Local Rules, local practice and procedure of this Court. Given Offit Kurman’s 

long-standing relationship with the Debtor, knowledge of the Debtor’s business, assets, 

indebtedness and relationships, the Debtor submits that Offit Kurman's employment would be in 

the best interests of the Debtor, its estate and parties-in-interest.  
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B. The Professional Services to be Rendered 

12. The Debtor seeks to retain Offit Kurman as its bankruptcy counsel to advise and 

represent the Debtor in the Chapter 11 Case by performing, among other tasks, the following: 

a. providing services in connection with the administration of the Chapter 11 Case 
including, without limitation, preparing agendas, hearing notices, and hearing 
binders of documents and pleadings; 
 

b. advising the Debtor with respect to its reporting obligations and duties as debtor in 
possession, including reporting obligations to  the Court and the United States 
Trustee (e.g., preparing monthly operating reports, schedules and statement of 
financial affairs, and U.S. Trustee deliverables); 

 
c. preparing pleadings, motions, applications and other papers that the Debtor 

determines can be efficiently handled by Offit Kurman in the Chapter 11 Case; 
 

d. reviewing and commenting on proposed drafts of other pleadings to be filed with 
the Court;  

 
e. appearing in Court and at meetings with the United States Trustee and any meeting 

of creditors;  
 

f. responding to creditor and party-in-interest inquiries directed to Offit Kurman; and  
 

g. performing all other legal services for and on behalf of the Debtor which may be 
necessary or appropriate in the administration of the Chapter 11 Case and 
fulfillment of the Debtor's duties as debtor in possession. 

 
C. Professional Compensation 

 
13. The Debtor understands that Offit Kurman intends to apply for allowance of 

compensation and reimbursement of out-of-pocket expenses incurred after the Petition Date on an 

hourly basis, subject to Court approval and in accordance with the applicable provisions of the 

Bankruptcy Code, the Bankruptcy Rules, the Local Rules, and any orders entered in these cases 

governing the compensation and reimbursement of professionals for services rendered and charges 

and disbursements incurred.  
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14. Subject to the Court’s approval, Offit Kurman will be compensated at its standard 

hourly rates, which are based on the professionals’ level of experience. The attorneys and 

paralegals primarily responsible for representing the Debtor and their current standard hourly rates 

are: Paul J. Winterhalter (Principal) $640.00; Augustus T. Curtis (Counsel) $605.00 and Miriam 

Margulies (Paralegal) $250.00. 

15. The hourly rates set forth above are subject to periodic adjustments to reflect 

economic and other conditions. There are no alternative fee arrangements from customary billing. 

Further, no professional has varied his or her rate based on geographic location. The Debtor 

understands and agrees that Offit Kurman will charge for its legal services on an hourly basis in 

accordance with its ordinary and customary hourly rates in effect on the date such services are 

rendered and for out-of-pocket expenses, all as set forth in the Winterhalter Certification.  Prior to 

applying any increases in its hourly rates beyond the rates set forth in this Application, Offit 

Kurman shall provide ten (10) days’ prior notice of any such increases to the Debtor and the United 

States Trustee. 

16. It is the Debtor’s understanding that Offit Kurman will submit detailed statements 

to the Court setting forth the services rendered and seeking compensation and reimbursement of 

expenses (including, when appropriate, authority to apply the Retainer (defined below)). 

D. Compensation Received from the Debtor. 

17. As set forth in the Winterhalter Certification, during the ninety days prior to the 

Petition Date, the Debtor paid Offit Kurman $429,155.50 for services rendered and expenses 

incurred prior to the filing of the Chapter 11 Case. Offit Kurman is not owed any remaining fees 

or reimbursement of costs in connection with any work performed for the Debtor prior to the 

Petition Date. As of the Petition Date, Offit Kurman was holding on behalf of the Debtor a retainer 
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in the amount of $212,205.35 (the “Retainer”) in connection with the Chapter 11 Case pursuant to 

the terms  of the Chapter 11 Engagement Letter, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit 1 to the 

Winterhalter Certification, and which is incorporated herein by reference. 

E. Disinterestedness of Professionals 

18. The Winterhalter Certification describes the contacts, if any, that Offit Kurman has 

with creditors of the Debtor and other interested parties. As set forth therein, Offit Kurman does 

not believe that any of those relationships would foreclose the Debtor’s retention of Offit Kurman 

under section 327(a) of the Bankruptcy Code because Offit Kurman: (i) does not represent any 

other entity having an adverse interest to the Debtor, its estate, or any other party-in-interest in 

connection with the Chapter 11 Case; (ii) is a disinterested person under section 101(14) of the 

Bankruptcy Code; and (iii) has no connection with the United States Trustee or any other person 

employed therein.  

19. To the best of the applicant’s knowledge, Offit Kurman does not hold an adverse 

interest to the estate; does not represent an adverse interest to the estate; and is a disinterested 

person under 11 U.S.C. § 101(14).  

20. Pursuant to 11 U.S.C.A. § 327(a), a debtor-in-possession may employ an attorney 

that does not hold or represent an interest adverse to the estate, and that are disinterested persons, 

to represent or assist the Debtor and its estate.  

21. A “disinterested” professional, as defined by 11 U.S.C.A. § 101(14), is not a 

creditor, an equity security holder, or an insider; is not and was not, within 2 years before the date 

of the filing of the petition, a director, officer, or employee of the debtor; and does not have an 

interest materially adverse to the interest of the estate or of any class of creditors or equity security 

Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc Main
Document      Page 7 of 9



 

-8- 
 

holders, by reason of any direct or indirect relationship to, connection with, or interest in, the 

debtor, or for any other reason. 

22. A professional seeking retention in a bankruptcy case is “not disqualified for 

employment … solely because of such person's employment by or representation of a creditor, 

unless there is objection by another creditor or the United States Trustee, in which case the court 

shall disapprove such employment if there is an actual conflict of interest.” 11 U.S.C.A. § 327(c). 

23. As disclosed in the Certification, Theodore K. Offit (“Offit”) is a founding member 

of Offit Kurman and an attorney at Offit Kurman. Also, as disclosed, Offit held a director role on 

the board of directors of United Holdings, the Debtor’s ultimate parent company, within 2 years 

before the date of the filing of the petition. While Offit was not a director of the Debtor, consistent 

with this Court’s decision in In re The Newark Group, Inc. (10-27694-NLW), even if Offit were 

not considered a disinterested person, that finding does not disqualify the firm from representing 

the Debtor. The firm must “not have an interest materially adverse to the interest of the estate or 

of any class of creditors or equity security holders, by reason of any direct or indirect relationship 

to, connection with, or interest in, the debtor, or for any other reason.” See In re Keravision, Inc., 

273 B.R. 614, 619 (N.D. Cal. 2002), aff'd sub nom. U.S. Tr. v. Keravision, Inc., 421 F.3d 1153 (9th 

Cir. 2005); In re Creative Rest. Mgmt., Inc., 139 B.R. 902, 914 (Bankr. W.D. Mo. 1992). Offit has 

not at any time held an ownership interest in the Debtor, United Holdings or any other corporate 

affiliate of the Debtor, and he resigned his position on United Holdings’ board in July 2025, several 

months prior to the Chapter 11 Case. In addition, as set forth more fully in the Winterhalter 

Certification, Offit will be excluded from matters relating to this case to ensure the firm retains its 

disinterested status. 
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24. Except as set forth in the Winterhalter Certification, Offit Kurman is unaware of 

any representation which threatens its disinterested status in this Chapter 11 Case. However, Offit 

Kurman is unable to state with absolute certainty that every client relationship or other connection 

has been disclosed. If Offit Kurman discovers additional information that requires disclosure, it 

will file a supplemental disclosure with the Court as promptly as possible.  Moreover, if any 

conflict were to arise as a result of associations unknown at the time of this Application, Offit 

Kurman will take no action unless it receives a waiver of any conflict from such entity and the 

Debtor, and to the extent such a waiver cannot be obtained and it is necessary for the Debtor to 

commence an action against such entity, the Debtor will be represented by conflict counsel.  

25. Therefore, pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 327(a), Offit Kurman does not hold an adverse 

interest to the estate; does not represent an adverse interest to the estate; is a disinterested person 

under 11 U.S.C. § 101(14); and does not represent or hold any interest adverse to the debtor or the 

estate with respect to the matter for which he/she will be retained under 11 U.S.C. § 327(e).  

WHEREFORE, the Applicant respectfully requests authorization to employ Offit Kurman 

as counsel for the Debtor to render services in accordance with this Application, with compensation 

to be paid as an administrative expense in such amounts as the Court may determine and allow, 

and prays that the Court grant such other and further relief as it determines appropriate.  

 

Date: March 16, 2026  
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Case No.  26-12863                     
Judge: Christine M. Gravelle                     
Chapter     11 
            

Caption in Compliance with D.N.J. LBR 9004-1(b) 
 
OFFIT KURMAN, P.A. 
By: Paul J. Winterhalter, Esquire (006961986) 
Augustus T. Curtis, Esquire (pro hac vice pending) 
Court Plaza South 
21 Main Street, Suite 158 
Hackensack, NJ 07601 
Telephone: (267) 338-1370 
Facsimile: (267) 338-1335 
E-mail: pwinterhalter@offitkurman.com 
                augie.curtis@offitkurman.com 
 
Proposed Counsel to Debtor 
 
IN RE: 
 
BAKER & TAYLOR, LLC 
 
                                  Debtor.  
 

 
CERTIFICATION OF PAUL J. WINTERHALTER IN SUPPORT OF  

APPLICATION FOR RETENTION OF OFFIT KURMAN  
AS COUNSEL FOR THE DEBTOR 

 
I, Paul J. Winterhalter, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, of full age, certify as follows: 

1. I am an attorney and principal of the law firm of Offit Kurman, P.A., (herein “Offit 

Kurman”). Offit Kurman is a law firm of over 240 attorneys, having offices in the State of New 

Jersey at 21 Main Street, Suite 158, Hackensack, NJ 07601, with other offices in Pennsylvania, 

New York, Maryland, Virginia, the District of Columbia, Georgia, Texas, and California.  I am 

licensed as an attorney and in good standing in the State of New Jersey and in this Court. 

2. This Certification is submitted pursuant to sections 327, 329, and 504 of title 11 of 

the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy Code”), Rule 2014(a) of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy 
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Procedure (the “Bankruptcy Rules”), and Rule 2014-1 of the Local Bankruptcy Rules for the 

District of New Jersey (the “Local Rules”). 

3. I submit this Certification (the “Certification”) in support of the Debtor’s 

Application for Entry of an Order Authorizing the Retention of Offit Kurman, P.A. as bankruptcy 

counsel in the Bankruptcy Case (the “Application”),1 filed concurrently herewith. I am familiar 

with the matters set forth herein and make this Certification in support of the Application. 

A. Offit Kurman’s Qualifications   

4. Offit Kurman has represented the Debtor in matters unrelated to the Chapter 11 

Case since 2021. Offit Kurman’s representation of the Debtor in pre-bankruptcy matters has 

included general corporate representation and advice, representation in litigation, and 

representation other specialized corporate matters including the potential sale of segments of the 

business operations. 

5. In 2025, the Debtor retained Offit Kurman to assist with planning for a potential 

chapter 11 bankruptcy filing and related efforts to wind down the entity and liquidate assets for 

projected payments to creditors. Offit Kurman worked with the Debtor, Riveron RTS, LLC 

(“Riveron”), and the Debtor’s other advisors to explore strategic alternatives for a sale of the 

company and to advise the company on the potential for a chapter 11 case. Over the several months, 

Offit Kurman worked closely with the Debtor, Riveron and other advisors in connection with the 

Debtor’s restructuring and liquidation efforts. As a result, Offit Kurman has acquired knowledge 

about the Debtor, its business, and many of the potential legal issues that may arise in the context 

of the Chapter 11 Case that makes it uniquely suited to serve as Debtor’s bankruptcy counsel. 

 
1 Capitalized terms used but not defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to them in the Application. 
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6. On March 13, 2026, the Debtor executed an Engagement Letter (the “Chapter 11 

Engagement Letter”), retaining Offit Kurman to file the present Chapter 11 Case.  The Debtor 

selected Offit Kurman to provide services in connection with the case because the firm has 

extensive experience in the fields of bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganizations, debtors’ and 

creditors’ rights, debt restructuring, and corporate reorganizations, and has represented clients in 

complex Chapter 11 cases in this Court and elsewhere. Offit Kurman has the requisite knowledge 

of the Bankruptcy Code and Bankruptcy Rules, and its attorneys have substantial experience 

appearing before the courts in this district and are familiar with the Local Rules, local practice and 

procedure of this Court. Given Offit Kurman’s long-standing relationship with the Debtor, 

knowledge of the Debtor’s business, assets, indebtedness and relationships, the Debtor submits 

that Offit Kurman's employment would be in the best interests of the Debtor, its estate and parties-

in-interest.  

A. The Professional Services to be Rendered 

7. The Debtor seeks to retain Offit Kurman as its bankruptcy counsel to advise and 

represent the Debtor in the Chapter 11 Case by performing, among other tasks, the following: 

a. providing certain services in connection with the administration of the Chapter 11 
Case including, without limitation, preparing agendas, hearing notices, and hearing 
binders of documents and pleadings; 

 
b. advising the Debtor with respect to its reporting obligations and duties as debtor in 

possession, including reporting obligations to  the Court and the United States 
Trustee (e.g., preparing monthly operating reports, schedules and statement of 
financial affairs, U.S. Trustee deliverables); 

 
c. preparing pleadings, motions, and applications related to bankruptcy administrative 

matters and any other matter that the Debtor determines can be efficiently handled 
by Offit Kurman; 

 
d. reviewing and commenting on proposed drafts of other pleadings to be filed with 

the Court;  
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e. appearing in Court and at any meeting with the United States Trustee and any 
meeting of creditors;  

 
f. responding to creditor and party-in-interest inquiries directed to Offit Kurman; and  

 
g. performing all other legal services for and on behalf of the Debtor which may be 

necessary or appropriate in the administration of the Chapter 11 Case and 
fulfillment of the Debtor's duties as debtor in possession. 

 
B. Professional Compensation 

8. Offit Kurman intends to apply for allowance of compensation and reimbursement 

of out-of-pocket expenses incurred after the Petition Date on an hourly basis, subject to Court 

approval and in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Bankruptcy Code, the Bankruptcy 

Rules, the Local Rules, and any orders entered in these cases governing the compensation and 

reimbursement of professionals for services rendered and charges and disbursements incurred.  

9. Subject to the Court’s approval, Offit Kurman will be compensated at its standard 

hourly rates, which are based on the professionals’ level of experience. The attorneys and 

paralegals primarily responsible for representing the Debtor and their current standard hourly rates 

are: 

Paul J. Winterhalter (Principal) $640.00 
Augustus T. Curtis (Counsel)  $605.00 
Miriam Margulies (Paralegal) $250.00 
 

10. The hourly rates set forth above are subject to periodic adjustments to reflect 

economic and other conditions. Other members or associates of the firm may also render services 

to Debtor, if appropriate, at rates commensurate with the rates above. There are no alternative fee 

arrangements from customary billing. Further, no professional has varied his or her rate based on 

geographic location. Offit Kurman will charge for its legal services on an hourly basis in 

accordance with its ordinary and customary hourly rates in effect on the date such services are 

rendered and for out-of-pocket expenses.  These hourly rates are subject to periodic adjustments 
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to reflect economic and other conditions, and with respect to those below the level of principal, to 

reflect their increased experience and expertise. Prior to applying any increases in its hourly rates 

beyond the rates set forth in this Application, Offit Kurman shall provide ten (10) days’ prior notice 

of any such increases to the Debtor and the U.S. Trustee. 

11. It is the Debtor’s understanding that Offit Kurman will submit detailed statements 

to the Court setting forth the services rendered and seeking compensation and reimbursement of 

expenses (including, when appropriate, authority to apply the Retainer (defined below)). 

C. Compensation Received from the Debtor 

12. During the ninety days prior to the Petition Date, the Debtor paid Offit Kurman 

$429,155.50 for services rendered and expenses incurred prior to the filing of the Chapter 11 Case. 

Offit Kurman is not owed any remaining fees or reimbursement of costs in connection with any 

work performed for the Debtor prior to the Petition Date. As of the Petition Date, Offit Kurman 

was holding on behalf of the Debtor a balance retainer in the amount of $212,205.35 (the 

“Retainer”) in connection with the Chapter 11 Case pursuant to the terms of the Chapter 11 

Engagement Letter, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit 1 hereto and which is incorporated 

herein by reference. 

D. Disinterestedness of Professionals 

13. Insofar as I have been able to ascertain through diligent inquiry by the Conflicts 

review Department by my Law Firm, except as set forth in this Certification, to the best of the 

Firm’s knowledge, after reasonable and diligent investigation, other than as disclosed in this 

Certification, neither I, Offit Kurman, nor any professional employee of Offit Kurman have any 

connection with the Debtor, its creditors, any other party-in-interest, their current respective 
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attorneys or professionals, the U.S. Trustee or any person employed in the Office of the U.S. 

Trustee, nor do we hold or represent any entity having an adverse interest in the Chapter 11 Case. 

14. In preparing this Certification, the Firm has used procedures developed by Offit 

Kurman to ensure full compliance with the requirements of the Bankruptcy Code, the Bankruptcy 

Rules, and the Local Rules regarding the retention of professionals by a debtor in possession. 

Pursuant to these procedures, Offit Kurman performed a conflict of interest search to identify any 

actual or potential conflicts of interest in the potential representation.  After reasonable and diligent 

investigation, Offit Kurman identified the following connections of the firm, its members, 

shareholders, partners, associates, officers and/or employees with the Debtor, creditors, any other 

party in interest, their respective attorneys and accountants, the United States trustee, or any person 

employed in the office of the United States trustee: 

a. F.A. Davis Company (“Davis”).  The Debtor’s records indicate that Davis is a 
potential unsecured creditor in the case. Offit Kurman has represented and continues to represent 
Davis in matters unrelated to its business relationship with the Debtor.   
 

b. Cablevision Lightpath (“Cablevision”). The Debtor’s records indicate that a 
subsidiary of Cablevision, Cable Publishing, is a potential unsecured creditor in the case. Offit 
Kurman has previously represented Cablevision and continues to represent Cablevision in matters 
unrelated to its relationship with the Debtor.  
 

c. Mickey’s Linens (“Mickeys”). The Debtor’s records indicate Mickeys is a potential 
unsecured creditor in the case. Offit Kurman has previously represented Mickeys in matters 
unrelated to its relationship with the Debtor, but no longer represents Mickeys in any capacity.   

 
d. Diamond Comic Distributors, Inc. (“DCD”). The Debtor’s records show that DCD 

is a potential unsecured creditor in the case. Offit Kurman formerly represented DCD in matters 
unrelated to its business relationship with the Debtor. DCD filed a chapter 11 bankruptcy case in 
the District of Maryland in 2025. See In re Diamond Comic Distributors, Inc., Case no. 25-10308 
(Baltimore Division), and converted its case to chapter 7 on December 31, 2025, DCD is 
represented in its bankruptcy case by Saul Ewing, LLP. Morgan W. Fisher serves as DCD’s Chapter 
7 Trustee, and is represented by the Law Offices of Zvi Guttman, P.A.  
 

e. Cushman & Wakefield (“Cushman”). The Debtor’s records indicate that Cushman, 
though not a creditor of the Debtor, is a potentially adverse party in the Chapter 11 Case. Cushman 
is a property management firm which manages, on behalf of a sublessor, the Debtor’s leased 
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property at 1120 Route 22 East, Bridgewater, New Jersey. Offit Kurman has previously represented 
Cushman and continues to represent Cushman in matters unrelated to its relationship with the 
Debtor. 
  

f. Dun and Bradstreet (“D&B”). The Debtor’s records indicate that D&B, though not 
a creditor of the Debtor, is a potential adverse party in the Chapter 11 Case. Offit Kurman has 
previously represented D&B and continues to represent D&B in matters unrelated to its 
relationship with the Debtor. 
 

g. Kaleidoscope. The Debtor’s records indicate that Kaleidoscope is a potential 
adverse party in the case. Offit Kurman has previously represented Kaleidoscope in matters 
unrelated to its relationship with the Debtor. 
 

h. American Medical Association (“AMA”) is a potential adverse party in the case. 
Offit Kurman has previously represented AMA in matters unrelated to its relationship with the 
Debtor. 
 

i. Christopher J. Myers (“Myers”). Myers is a shareholder holding approximately 3% 
of the shares of the Debtor’s ultimate parent, BTAC United Acquisition Holding Company 
(“United Holdings”), an indirect parent of the Debtor.2 Myers formerly served as a member of the 
board of directors of United Holdings, a position from which he resigned in early 2025. Myers is 
also owner of Far Corner, Inc. (“Far Corner”), a former vendor of the Debtor. Far Corner is not a 
creditor in the bankruptcy case. Offit Kurman represents Myers and Far Corner in matters 
unrelated to the Chapter 11 Case. Myers and Far Corner have waived any conflicts of interest 
relating to Offit Kurman’s representation of the Debtor. 
 

j. Theodore K. Offit (“Ted Offit”). Offit is a founding member of Offit Kurman. He 
formerly served as a member of the board of directors of United Holdings and resigned from that 
position on July 30, 2025. Offit has not been involved in the preparation or filing of the Chapter 
11 Case and shall not participate in the representation of the Debtor during the Chapter 11 Case.  
Offit shall not be consulted by any Offit Kurman member or employee concerning advice or 
recommendations to the Debtor in connection with the case, participate in any decisions 
concerning the conduct of the case, or assist with addressing any claims by creditors or parties-in-
interest. 

 
k. Aman Kochar (“Kochar”).  Kochar is the Chief Executive Office of the Debtor, and 

is the largest single shareholder of United Holdings. In 2023, Offit Kurman represented Kochar in 
providing legal counsel for his potential acquisition of a separate business interest with a matter 
wholly unrelated to the Debtor or Kochar’s position with the Debtor. Mr. Kochar did not pursue 
the acquisition and the representation concluded. Offit Kurman does not currently represent 
Kochar in any capacity. 
 

 
2 United Holdings owns 100% of the membership interest of BTAC Acquisition Holdings, LLC (“BTAC LLC”).  
BTAC LLC is the 100% shareholder of BTAC Holding Corporation (“BTAC Corp”). BTAC Corp owns 100% of the 
membership interest of the Debtor. 
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15. As a part of Offit Kurman’s bankruptcy and corporate restructuring practice, its 

clientele includes debtors, institutional creditors, asset purchasers, secured and unsecured creditors 

and other parties. The Debtors have numerous creditors and other parties-in-interest. Offit Kurman 

of one of its attorneys may have in the past represented, and may presently or in the future 

represent, creditors or parties-in-interest in addition to those specifically disclosed herein in 

matters unrelated to the Chapter 11 Case. Offit Kurman believes that its representation of such 

creditors or other parties in such other matters has not affected and will not affect its representation 

of the Debtor in these proceedings.  

16. To the best of my knowledge, my firm, its members, shareholders, partners, 

associates, officers and/or employees and I do not hold an adverse interest to the estate; do not 

represent an adverse interest to the estate; and are disinterested under 11 U.S.C. § 101(14) with 

respect to the matter for which I will be retained under 11 U.S.C. § 327(e). 

I certify under penalty of perjury that the above information is true. 

 

Date: March 16, 2026 OFFIT KURMAN, P.C.  

 

 By: /S/ P.J. Winterhalter 
Paul J. Winterhalter  

 

4913-8926-6072, v. 1 

Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-1    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Certification of Paul J. Winterhalter ISO Application to Employ Offit Kurman    P.    Page 8 of 8



Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-2    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Exhibit 1- to Certification    Page 1 of 12



Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-2    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Exhibit 1- to Certification    Page 2 of 12



Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-2    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Exhibit 1- to Certification    Page 3 of 12



Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-2    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Exhibit 1- to Certification    Page 4 of 12



Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-2    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Exhibit 1- to Certification    Page 5 of 12



Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-2    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Exhibit 1- to Certification    Page 6 of 12



Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-2    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Exhibit 1- to Certification    Page 7 of 12



Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-2    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Exhibit 1- to Certification    Page 8 of 12



Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-2    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Exhibit 1- to Certification    Page 9 of 12



Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-2    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Exhibit 1- to Certification    Page 10 of 12



Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-2    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Exhibit 1- to Certification    Page 11 of 12



Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-2    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Exhibit 1- to Certification    Page 12 of 12



 

 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Case No.  26-12863                      
Judge: Christine M. Gravelle                      
Chapter         11                
            

Caption in Compliance with D.N.J. LBR 
9004-1(b) 
 
OFFIT KURMAN, P.A. 
By: Paul J. Winterhalter, Esquire 
(006961986) 
Augustus T. Curtis, Esquire 
       (pro hac vice pending) 
Court Plaza South 
21 Main Street, Suite 158 
Hackensack, NJ 07601 
Telephone: (267) 338-1370 
Facsimile: (267) 338-1335 
E-mail: pwinterhalter@offitkurman.com 
                augie.curtis@offitkurman.com 
 
Proposed Counsel to Debtor 
 
IN RE: 
 
BAKER & TAYLOR, LLC 
 
                                  Debtor.  
 

 
ORDER AUTHORIZING RETENTION OF  

OFFIT KURMAN, P.A.  
(Attorney for Debtor and Debtor-in-Possession) 

 
The relief set forth on the following page is ORDERED.  
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Upon the applicant’s request for authorization to retain Paul J. Winterhalter and Offit 

Kurman, P.A. as Attorney for Debtor and Debtor-in-Possession, it is hereby ORDERED:  

1. The applicant is authorized to retain the above party in the professional capacity noted. 

The professional’s address is Offit Kurman, P.A., Court Plaza South, 21 Main Street, 

Suite 158, Hackensack, NJ 07601.  

2. Compensation will be paid in such amounts as may be allowed by the Court on proper 

application(s).  

3. The effective date of retention is the date the Petition was filed on March 16, 2026.  

Case 26-12863-CMG    Doc 15-3    Filed 03/19/26    Entered 03/19/26 11:23:40    Desc
Proposed Order Approving the Employment of Offit Kurman    P.A.    Page 2 of 2



 
 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY

 
Caption in Compliance with D.N.J. LBR 9004-1(b) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Case No.:                     ____________________ 
 
Chapter:                       ____________________ 

 
In Re: 
 

Adv. No.:                     ____________________ 

Hearing Date:              ____________________ 
 
Judge:                        ____________________ 
 

 
 
CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE 

1. I, ____________________________ :   

 ☐  represent ______________________________ in this matter. 

☐  am the secretary/paralegal for ___________________________, who represents 

______________________________ in this matter.  

☐  am the ______________________ in this case and am representing myself.  

 

2.   On _____________________________, I sent a copy of the following pleadings and/or documents 

to the parties listed in the chart below.  

 
 
 
 

3.   I certify under penalty of perjury that the above documents were sent using the mode of service 

indicated.  

 
Date: _______________________  __________________________________ 
   Signature 

OFFIT KURMAN, P.A.
By: Paul J. Winterhalter, Esquire (006961986)
Augustus T. Curtis, Esquire 
Court Plaza South
21 Main Street, Suite 158
Hackensack, NJ 07601
Telephone: (267) 338-1370
Facsimile: (267) 338-1335
E-mail: pwinterhalter@offitkurman.com
             augie.curtis@offitkurman.co

BAKER & TAYLOR, LLC

26-12863

11

Christine M. Gravelle

Paul J. Winterhalter

Baker & Taylor, LLC

March 19, 2026

March 19, 2026 /S/ P.J.Winterhalter
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Name and Address of Party Served Relationship of  

Party to the Case 

Mode of Service 

  ☐ Hand-delivered 

☐ Regular mail 

☐ Certified mail/RR 

☐ Other _____________________ 
     (As authorized by the Court or by rule. Cite 
the rule if applicable.) 

  ☐ Hand-delivered 

☐ Regular mail 

☐ Certified mail/RR 

☐ Other _____________________ 
     (As authorized by the Court or by rule. Cite 
the rule if applicable.) 

  ☐ Hand-delivered 

☐ Regular mail 

☐ Certified mail/RR 

☐ Other _____________________ 
     (As authorized by the Court or by rule. Cite 
the rule if applicable.) 

  ☐ Hand-delivered 

☐ Regular mail 

☐ Certified mail/RR 

☐ Other _____________________ 

     (As authorized by the Court or by rule. Cite 
the rule if applicable.) 

  ☐ Hand-delivered 

☐ Regular mail 

☐ Certified mail/RR 

☐ Other _____________________ 

     (As authorized by the Court or by rule. Cite 
the rule if applicable.) 

  

Jeffrey M. Sponder, Esq.
United States Department of Justice, 
Office of the United States Trustee 
One Newark Center, Suite 2100
Newark, NJ  07102

Trial Counsel OUST

ECF & Email

Baker & Taylor, LLC
C/O Amandeep Kochar
Private Box 191
1300 South Tryon Street, Suite F
Charoltte, NC 28278

Debtor

Email 
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Name and Address of Party Served Relationship of  

Party to the Case 

Mode of Service 

  
☐ Hand-delivered 

☐ Regular mail 

☐ Certified mail/RR 

☐ Other _____________________ 
     (As authorized by the Court or by rule. Cite 
the rule if applicable.) 

  
☐ Hand-delivered 

☐ Regular mail 

☐ Certified mail/RR 

☐ Other _____________________ 
     (As authorized by the Court or by rule. Cite 
the rule if applicable.) 

  
☐ Hand-delivered 

☐ Regular mail 

☐ Certified mail/RR 

☐ Other _____________________ 
     (As authorized by the Court or by rule. 
Cite the rule if applicable.) 

  
☐ Hand-delivered 

☐ Regular mail 

☐ Certified mail/RR 

☐ Other _____________________ 

     (As authorized by the Court or by rule. Cite 
the rule if applicable.) 

  
☐ Hand-delivered 

☐ Regular mail 

☐ Certified mail/RR 

☐ Other _____________________ 

     (As authorized by the Court or by rule. Cite 
the rule if applicable.) 

 
 
 

rev.8/1/16 
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