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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In re:  
         
Pure Prairie Poultry, Inc.      Case No. 24-32426 KAC 
 
   Debtor.     Chapter 11 Case 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
DEBTOR’S APPLICATION FOR ENTRY OF AN ORDER AUTHORIZING THE  

RETENTION AND EMPLOYMENT OF EPIQ CORPORATE RESTRUCTURING, LLC 
AS CLAIMS, NOTICING, AND SOLICITATION AGENT 

Pure Prairie Poultry, Inc. (“Debtor”), the Debtor in the above-captioned chapter 11 case, 

through its undersigned attorneys, respectfully submits this application to retain and employ Epiq 

Corporate Restructuring, LLC as claims, noticing, and solicitation agent (this “Application”).  In 

support of the Application, Debtor submits the Declaration of Sophie Frodsham in Support of the 

Debtor’s Application For Entry of an Order Authorizing the Retention and Employment of Epiq 

Corporate Restructuring, LLC as Claims, Noticing, and Solicitation Agent (the “Frodsham 

Declaration”), attached hereto, and makes reference to and incorporates the Declaration of George 

Peichel, Chief Financial Officer of the Debtor in Support of the Debtor’s Chapter 11 Petition and 

First Day Pleadings (the “First Day Declaration”), filed contemporaneously herewith and 

incorporated herein by reference.1  In further support of this Application, the Debtor states as 

follows:  

Relief Requested 

1. By this Application, Debtor seeks entry of an order authorizing the Debtor to 

employ Epiq Corporate Restructuring, LLC (“Epiq”) as claims, noticing, and solicitation agent in 

 
1  Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein shall have the respective meanings ascribed to such terms 

in the First Day Declaration. 
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accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in the engagement letter dated September 3, 

2024 (the “Engagement Letter”), attached hereto as Exhibit A.  

Jurisdiction and Venue 

2. On the date hereof (the “Petition Date”), the Debtor filed a voluntary petition for 

relief under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code.  The Debtor continues to operate its business and 

manage its properties as debtor-in-possession pursuant to sections 1107(a) and 1108 of the 

Bankruptcy Code.  No party has requested the appointment of a trustee or examiner in this case, 

and no statutory committee has been appointed. 

3. The Court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1334.  This 

matter is a core proceeding within the meaning of 28 U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 1409. 

4. Venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 1409. 

5. The bases for the relief requested herein are section 156(c) of title 28 of the United 

States Code, sections 105(a) and 503(b)(1)(A) of title 11 of the United States Code (the 

“Bankruptcy Code”), and Rule 2002 of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure (the 

“Bankruptcy Rules”). 

Background 

6. Information regarding the Debtor’s business, capital structure and the 

circumstances preceding the Petition Date may be found in the First Day Declaration. 

Request to Employ Epiq 

7. The Debtor requests approval to employ Epiq to serve as claims, noticing, and 

solicitation agent in this Chapter 11 case and to provide the services outlined in the Engagement 

Letter.  The Debtor believes that Epiq’s employment is in the best interest of the estate. 

8. Epiq’s rates are competitive and reasonable.  Epiq has the expertise required to 

serve as the claims, noticing, and solicitation agent in this Chapter 11 case.  
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9. The Debtor requests that this Court authorize Epiq’s employment. 

Compensation 

10. The Debtor requests that Epiq’s fees and expenses be paid as an administrative 

expense in the ordinary course of the Debtor’s business without further application or order of the 

Court.  Should a dispute develop, the matter will be brought to the Court for resolution.  Epiq has 

agreed to maintain records of all services showing dates, categories of services, fees charged, and 

expenses incurred.  

11. Epiq will provide a monthly invoice to the Debtor, Debtor’s counsel, the U.S. 

Trustee, counsel for any official committee, and any party-in-interest who specifically requests 

service of the monthly invoices.  

12. Prior to the Petition Date, the Debtor provided Epiq an advance in the amount of 

$25,000.00.  Epiq will apply these funds in accordance with the Engagement Letter. 

Indemnification 

13. The Debtor has agreed to indemnify Epiq as set forth in the Engagement Letter.  

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, Epiq will not be indemnified for liability arising out of 

gross negligence, willful misconduct, and certain other matters identified in the proposed order. 

Disinterestedness 

14. Epiq has reviewed its conflicts system to determine whether it has any relationships 

with the Debtor’s creditors and other parties-in-interest.  Except as disclosed in the Frodsham 

Declaration, Epiq represents that it neither holds nor represents any interest materially adverse to 

the Debtor’s estate in connection with any matter on which it would be employed in this Chapter 

11 case.  To the best of the Debtor’s knowledge, Epiq is a “disinterested person” as that term is 

defined in section 101(14) of the Bankruptcy Code, as modified by section 1107(b) of the 
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Bankruptcy Code.  Epiq agrees that it will supplement its disclosure to the Court if any facts or 

circumstances are discovered that would require such additional disclosure. 

Request for Bankruptcy Rule 6004 Waivers 

15. The Debtor requests a waiver of any applicable notice requirements under 

Bankruptcy Rule 6004(a) and any stay of the order granting the relief requested herein pursuant to 

Bankruptcy Rule 6004(h).  As explained above and in the First Day Declaration, the relief 

requested herein is necessary to avoid immediate and irreparable harm to the Debtor’s ongoing 

operations.  Accordingly, ample cause exists to justify the waiver of the notice requirements under 

Bankruptcy Rule 6004(a) and the 14-day stay imposed by Bankruptcy Rule 6004(h), to the extent 

such notice requirements and such stay apply. 

Reservation of Rights 

16. Nothing contained herein or any action taken pursuant to relief requested is 

intended to be or shall be construed as (a) an admission as to the validity of any claim against the 

Debtor; (b) a waiver of the Debtor’s or any party-in-interest’s rights to dispute the amount of, basis 

for, or validity of any claim or interest under applicable law or non-bankruptcy law; (c) a promise 

or requirement to pay any claim; (d) a waiver of the Debtor’s or any other party-in-interest’s rights 

under the Bankruptcy Code or any other applicable law; (e) a request for or granting of approval 

for assumption of any agreement, contract, program, policy, or lease under section 365 of the 

Bankruptcy Code; or (f) an admission as to the validity, priority, enforceability, or perfection of 

any lien on, security interest in, or other encumbrance on property of the Debtor’s estate.  Likewise, 

if the Court grants the relief sought herein, any payment made pursuant to the Court’s order is not 

intended to be and should not be construed as an admission to the validity of any claim or a waiver 

of the Debtor’s or any party-in-interest’s rights to subsequently dispute such claim. 
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Notice 

17. Notice of this Application has been provided by email or overnight courier to: 

(a) the Office of the United States Trustee; (b) the holders of the thirty (30) largest unsecured 

claims against the Debtor; (c) any party that has requested notice pursuant to Bankruptcy Rule 

2002.  The Debtor submits that, in light of the nature of the relief requested, no other or further 

notice need be given.  

No Prior Request 

No prior request for the relief sought in this Application has been made by the Debtor to 

this or any other court. 

WHEREFORE, the Debtor respectfully requests entry of an order, substantially in the form 

attached hereto, granting the relief requested herein and granting such other relief as is just and 

proper. 

 

 

 

Dated: September 20, 2024 

TAFT STETTINIUS & HOLLISTER LLP 

 

By: /s/ James M. Jorissen   
James M. Jorissen, #262833 
Adam G. Chandler, #397408 
Schaan P. Barth, #397898 
2200 IDS Center 
80 South Eighth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Telephone: 612-977-8400 
Facsimile: 612-977-8650 
jjorissen@taftlaw.com  
achandler@taftlaw.com 
sbarth@taftlaw.com  

 
PROPOSED COUNSEL FOR THE 
DEBTOR 
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Engagement Letter

Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 7 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 8 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 9 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 10 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 11 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 12 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 13 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 14 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 15 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 16 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 17 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 18 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 19 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 20 of 29



Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 21 of 29



134971567v2 
 

 
 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In re:  
         
Pure Prairie Poultry, Inc.      Case No. 24-32426 KAC 
 
   Debtor.     Chapter 11 Case 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
DECLARATION OF SOPHIE FRODSHAM IN SUPPORT OF DEBTOR’S 

APPLICATION FOR ENTRY OF AN ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EMPLOYMENT 
AND RETENTION OF EPIQ CORPORATE RESTRUCTURING, LLC  

AS CLAIMS, NOTICING, AND SOLICITATION AGENT 
 

I, Sophie Frodsham, under penalty of perjury, declare as follows: 

1. I am a Consulting Director at Epiq Corporate Restructuring, LLC (“Epiq” or 

“Agent”), a chapter 11 administrative services firm whose headquarters are located at 777 3rd 

Avenue, 12th Floor, New York, New York 10017.  Except as otherwise noted in this declaration 

(this “Declaration”), I have personal knowledge of the matters set forth herein, and if called and 

sworn as a witness, I could and would testify competently as follows. 

2. I submit this Declaration in support of the Debtor’s Application for Entry of an 

Order Authorizing the Employment and Retention of Epiq Corporate Restructuring, LLC as 

Claims, Noticing, and Solicitation Agent, filed contemporaneously herewith (the “Application”).1 

3. Epiq represents the following: 

a. Epiq, its members, and employees are not and were not, within two years 
before the date of the filing of this chapter 11 case, creditors, equity security 
holders, insiders, or employees of the Debtor; 

 
1  Capitalized terms used herein but not otherwise defined shall have the meanings ascribed in the Application.  
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b. Epiq will not consider itself employed by the United States government and 
shall not seek any compensation from the United States government in its 
capacity as the Claims and Noticing Agent in this chapter 11 case; 

c. by accepting employment in this chapter 11 case, Epiq waives any rights to 
receive compensation from the United States government in connection 
with this chapter 11 case; 

d. in its capacity as the Claims and Noticing Agent in this chapter 11 case, 
Epiq will not be an agent of the United States and will not act on behalf of 
the United States; 

e. Epiq will not employ any past or present employees of the Debtor in 
connection with its work as the Claims and Noticing Agent in this chapter 
11 case; 

f. Epiq is a “disinterested person” as that term is defined in section 101(14) of 
the Bankruptcy Code with respect to the matters upon which it is engaged; 

g. in its capacity as Claims and Noticing Agent in this chapter 11 case, Epiq 
will not intentionally misrepresent any fact to any person; 

h. Epiq shall be under the supervision and control of the Clerk with respect to 
the receipt and recordation of claims and claim transfers; 

i. Epiq will comply with all requests of the Clerk and the guidelines 
promulgated by the Judicial Conference of the United States for the 
implementation of 28 U.S.C. § 156(c); and 

j. none of the services provided by Epiq as Claims and Noticing Agent in this 
chapter 11 case shall be at the expense of the Clerk. 

4. I caused to be submitted for review by Epiq’s conflicts system the names of 

potential parties in interest in this Chapter 11 case.  The results of the conflict check were compiled 

and reviewed by Epiq professionals under my supervision.  Epiq is not aware of any connection 

that would present a disqualifying conflict of interest.  Should Epiq discover any new relevant 

facts or connections bearing on the matters described herein during the period of its retention, Epiq 

will use reasonable efforts to promptly file a supplemental declaration. 

5.  To the best of my knowledge, except as provided herein, neither Epiq, nor any of 

its professionals, has any materially adverse connection to the Debtor, its creditors, or other 
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relevant parties.  Epiq may have relationships with certain of the Debtor’s creditors as vendors or 

in connection with cases in which Epiq serves or has served in a neutral capacity as claims and 

noticing agent and/or administrative advisor for another chapter 11 debtor. 

6. I believe that Epiq is a “disinterested person” as that term is defined in section 

(101)14) of the Bankruptcy Code. 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true 

and correct to the best of my information, knowledge, and belief. 

Date: September 20, 2024 
 

        
/s/ Sophie Frodsham    
Sophie Frodsham 
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In re:  
         
Pure Prairie Poultry, Inc.      Case No. 24-32426 KAC 
 
   Debtor.     Chapter 11 Case 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ORDER AUTHORIZING THE RETENTION AND  

EMPLOYMENT OF EPIQ CORPORATE RESTRUCTURING,  
LLC AS CLAIMS, NOTICING, AND SOLICITATION AGENT  

 

Upon the application (“Application”)1 of the Debtor (the “Debtor”), for entry of an order 

authorizing the Debtor to employ Epiq Corporate Restructuring, LLC (“Epiq”) as claims, noticing, 

and solicitation agent in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in the engagement 

letter dated September 3, 2024 (the “Engagement Letter”), attached to the Application as Exhibit 

A, as more fully set forth in the Application; and upon consideration of the First Day Declaration 

and the Frodsham Declaration; and this Court having jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. § 1334; and this matter being a core proceeding within the meaning of 28 U.S.C. § 

157(b)(2); and the Court being able to issue a final order consistent with Article III of the United 

States Constitution; and venue of this proceeding and the Application in this district being proper 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 1409; and appropriate notice of and opportunity for a hearing 

on the Application having been given; and the relief requested in the Application being in the best 

interests of the Debtor’s estate, its creditors and other parties-in-interest; and the Court having 

determined that the legal and factual bases set forth in the Application establish just cause for the 

 
1  Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein shall have the respective meanings ascribed to them in 

the Application. 
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relief granted herein; and after due deliberation and sufficient cause appearing therefor, it is 

HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

1. The Debtor is authorized to employ Epiq under the terms of the Engagement Letter 

attached to the Application as modified by this order (this “Order”). 

2. Epiq is authorized and directed to perform the services as described in the 

Application, the Engagement Letter, and this Order.  If a conflict exists, this Order controls. 

3. The Clerk shall provide Epiq with Electronic Case Filing (“ECF”) credentials that 

allow Epiq to receive ECF notifications and file certificates and/or affidavits of service.  

4. Epiq is a custodian of court records and is designated as the authorized repository 

for all proofs of claim filed in this case. Epiq shall maintain the official Claims Register(s) in this 

case.   

5. Epiq shall provide the Clerk with a certified duplicate of the official Claims 

Register(s) upon request. 

6. Epiq shall provide (i) an electronic interface for filing proofs of claim in this case; 

and (ii) a post office box or street mailing address for the receipt of proofs of claim sent by United 

States Mail or overnight delivery. 

7. Epiq is authorized to take such other actions as are necessary to comply with all 

duties and provide the Services set forth in the Application and the Engagement Letter. 

8. Epiq shall provide detailed invoices setting forth the services provided and the rates 

charged on a monthly basis to the Debtor, its counsel, the Office of the United States Trustee, 

counsel for any official committee, and any party-in-interest who specifically requests service of 

the monthly invoices in writing. 
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9. Epiq shall not be required to file fee applications.  Upon receipt of Epiq’s invoices, 

the Debtor is hereby authorized to compensate and reimburse Epiq for all undisputed amounts in 

the ordinary course in accordance with the terms of the Engagement Letter.  All amounts due to 

Epiq will be treated as § 503(b) administrative expenses.  Epiq may apply its advance in 

accordance with the Engagement Letter and the terms of this Order.  

10. The Debtor shall indemnify Epiq under the terms of the Engagement Letter, as 

modified and limited by this Order.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, Epiq is not indemnified for, 

and may not receive any contribution or reimbursement with respect to: 

a. Matters or services arising before this case is closed, any matter or service 

not approved by an order of this Court. 

b. Any matter that is determined by a final order of a court of competent 

jurisdiction that arises from (i) Epiq’s gross negligence, willful misconduct, 

fraud, bad faith, self-dealing, or breach of fiduciary duty (ii) a contractual 

dispute if the court determines that indemnification, contribution, or 

reimbursement would not be permissible under applicable law; or (iii) any 

situation in which the court determines that indemnification, contribution, 

or reimbursement would not be permissible pursuant to In re Thermadyne 

Holdings Corp., 283 B.R. 749, 756 (B.A.P. 8th Cir. 2002).  No matter 

governed by this paragraph may be settled without this Court’s approval. 

c. This paragraph does not preclude Epiq from seeking an order from this 

Court requiring the advancement of indemnity, contribution, or 

reimbursement obligations in accordance with applicable law. 
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11. In the event Epiq is unable to provide the services set out in this Order and/or the 

Engagement Letter, Epiq will immediately notify the Clerk and the Debtor’s attorney and cause 

all original proofs of claim and data turned over to such persons as directed by the Court. 

12. After entry of an order terminating Epiq’s services, Epiq shall deliver to the Clerk 

an electronic copy in pdf format of all proofs of claim.  Once the electronic copy has been received 

by the Clerk, Epiq may destroy all proofs of claim in its possession sixty days after filing a Notice 

of Intent to Destroy on the Court's docket. 

13. Nothing in this order constitutes (a) an admission as to the validity of any claim 

against the Debtor; (b) a waiver of the Debtor’s or any party-in-interest’s rights to dispute the 

amount of, basis for, or validity of any claim or interest under applicable law or non-bankruptcy 

law; (c) a promise or requirement to pay any claim; (d) a waiver of the Debtor’s or any other party-

in-interest’s rights under the Bankruptcy Code or any other applicable law; (e) a request for or 

granting of approval for assumption of any agreement, contract, program, policy, or lease under 

section 365 of the Bankruptcy Code; or (f) an admission as to the validity, priority, enforceability, 

or perfection of any lien on, security interest in, or other encumbrance on property of the Debtor’s 

estate.  Any payment made pursuant to this order is not intended to be nor should it be construed 

as an admission as to the validity of any claim or a waiver of the Debtor’s rights to subsequently 

dispute such claim. 

14. Notice of the Application as provided therein shall be deemed good and sufficient 

notice of such Application under the circumstances and the requirements of Bankruptcy 

Rule 6004(a) and the Bankruptcy Local Rules are satisfied by such notice. 

15. Notwithstanding the applicability of Bankruptcy Rule 6004(h), the terms and 

conditions of this order shall be immediately effective and enforceable upon its entry. 
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16. The Debtor is authorized to take all such actions as are necessary or appropriate to 

implement the terms of this order. 

17. The Court retains exclusive jurisdiction with respect to all matters arising from or 

related to the implementation, interpretation, and enforcement of this order.  The scope of Epiq’s 

services may be altered only on further order of this Court. 

 
Dated:  ____________, 2024 
 

____________________________________ 
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY JUDGE 

  

 

Case 24-32426    Doc 23    Filed 09/23/24    Entered 09/23/24 12:42:54    Desc Main
Document      Page 29 of 29


	Relief Requested
	Jurisdiction and Venue
	Request to Employ Epiq
	Compensation
	Indemnification
	Disinterestedness
	Request for Bankruptcy Rule 6004 Waivers
	Reservation of Rights
	Notice
	No Prior Request

